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, 53D CONGRESS, } HOUSE OF REPRESEN'l'A.TIVES. 
2d Session. 




FEBRUARY 3, 1894.-Referred to the House Calendar and ordered to be printed. 
Mr. PICKLER, from the Committee on Indian Affairs, submitted the 
following 
REPORT: 
[To accompany H. R.1969.] 
The Committee on Indian Affairs have had under consideration 
House bill N o.1969, and find that the purpose of the bill is to enable the 
"Umatilla Irrigation Company of Pendleton, Oreg.," to reclaim a large 
body of land now of little value for want of sufficient moisture to 
make it valuable. 
February 10, 1891, a bill was passed by Congress giving said com-
pany a right of way across the Umatilla Indian Reservation, subject to 
the approval of the Indiaus living on said reservation. This consent 
was obtained, and the Indiaus were paid the amount determined by 
the appraisers appoiDted by officials of the Department at Washing-
ton. ~:he full amount found due them-$2,000, which sum they accepted 
without dissent. To do all this took some time, and was necessary 
before money could be procured to begin operations. It was then 
necessary to procure State legislation and to test the same in the courts 
of the State. To do all this took much time, and much of the time 
allowed by the bill had elapsed. 
The company then begall work and expended over $40,000 in pre-
liminary work and actual construction, when, by reason of the financial 
depression, the company could not procure tbe necessary means to com-
plete the work before the expiration allowed by the bill-February IO, 
1894. 
Your committee find that the company has satisfied and paid the 
Indians, shown its good faith by the expenditure of large sums of 
money, and doing a large amount of work in construction. This exten-
sion would damage no one, but would be of a great benefit to a large 
scope of country worthless without irrigation, as well as an act of 
simple justice to the company. 
For the above reasons and the further one that the Commissioner of 
Indian Affairs and Department of Interior recommend its passage, 
the committee are unanimously of the opinion the bill should pass. 
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